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Grand Haven 
Community Development District 
 

  
250 International Parkway, Suite 208 
Lake Mary FL  32746 
321-263-0132  

 
 

 
Board of Supervisors  
Grand Haven Community Development District 
 
Dear Board Members: 
 
The Workshop Meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the Grand Haven Community Development 
District is scheduled for Thursday, September 7, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. at the Grand Haven Room, at 
the Grand Haven Village Center, located at 2001 Waterside Parkway, Palm Coast, Florida 32137. 
 
An advanced copy of the agenda for the meeting is attached along with associated documentation for 
your review and consideration.  Any additional support material will be distributed at the meeting. 
 
Should you have any questions regarding the agenda, please contact the me at (321) 263-0132 X-193 or 
dmcinnes@vestapropertyservices.com. We look forward to seeing you at the meeting. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

David McInnes 
David McInnes 
District Manager 
 
 
 
 
Cc: Attorney  

Engineer 
District Records 

 

mailto:dmcinnes@dpfgmc.com
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District: GRAND HAVEN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

Date of Meeting: Thursday, September 7, 2023 
Time: 9:00 AM 
Location: Grand Haven Room, at the Grand 

Haven Village Center, located at 
2001 Waterside Parkway, Palm 
Coast, Florida 32137 

Website: https://www.grandhavencdd.org/ 
 
Ways to Follow Meeting: 
Zoom: 
https://vestapropertyservices.zoom.us/j/7055714830?pwd=dUFTN091cjVHZzluYUN0blEwUUYydz09 
Phone (Listen Only): +1 (929) 205-6099 
Meeting ID: 7055714830# 

Revised Agenda 

I. Call to Order/ Roll Call  
II. Pledge of Allegiance  
III. Audience Comments – (limited up to 3 minutes per individual for 

agenda items)   
 

IV. Discussion Items  
A. Justification for Additional Staffing Needs – Outline    
B. 10-Year Plan Presentation  Exhibit 1 
C. Post Order Changes Exhibit 2 
D. Creekside Dog Park Proposal  
E. Goals for Meeting GHMA Regarding Pond Banks  

1. Declaration of Covenants & Restrictions for Osprey Lakes 
(Dated 02/22/2001 & Provided by District Counsel) 

Exhibit 3 

2. “Best Management Practices for Storm Water Detention Pond 
Bank Plantings” adopted by the Grand Haven CDD Board of 
Supervisors on 7/24/2013 (Provided from CDD Office) 

Exhibit 4 

3. GHMA Letter to Property Owners (dated 12/10/2013) 
Regarding Lake Bank Planting & Maintenance (Provided by 
District Counsel) 

Exhibit 5 

4. Memo (dated 1/21/2014) from District Counsel to Grand Haven 
CDD Board of Supervisors Regarding Maintenance Issues on 
Pond Banks (Provided from CDD Office) 

Exhibit 6 

5. Email & Documents Provided to Lake Banks Committee (Dated 
2/6/2014 and Provided by District Counsel) 

Exhibit 7 

F. Communications Fact Finding Group Update  
G. Approach to Flagler County Commission Regarding Wild Hogs  

V. Audience Comments – (limited up to 3 minutes per individual for 
non-agenda items)   

 

https://www.grandhavencdd.org/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvestapropertyservices.zoom.us%2Fj%2F7055714830%3Fpwd%3DdUFTN091cjVHZzluYUN0blEwUUYydz09&data=05%7C01%7Cjleger%40dpfgmc.com%7C52594c14c8ed470b3a8908dacffd68b5%7C8af8744420b64d0d8eb034a4747a03fd%7C0%7C0%7C638050984541569432%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=l8rruZat7o8JObvaG97BJVaxJS5Yf%2B1aY2UYkdtHlAw%3D&reserved=0
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VI. Next Meeting Quorum Check: September 21, 9:00 AM 
 

John Polizzi  IN PERSON  REMOTE  NO 

Dr. Merrill Stass-Isern  IN PERSON  REMOTE  NO 

Kevin Foley  IN PERSON  REMOTE  NO 

Michael Flanagan  IN PERSON  REMOTE  NO 

Nancy Crouch  IN PERSON  REMOTE  NO 

 

VII. Action Items Review  
VIII. Adjournment  

 



  

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 1 



Long Term Plan 

Grand Haven-CDD

2023



What is the Long Term Plan (LTP)?

• Numbers based projected estimate of assessments for 10 years

• Projection of operating expenses and major capital costs

• Adjusted for expected inflation

9/5/2023 2



Why Have a Plan?

• Annual budgeting decisions have long term effects on assessments

• Aging of community is requiring more major maintenance & capital

• Residents deserve to know direction and estimate of assessments

• Key responsibility of the Board- “Plan, don’t react”

9/5/2023 3



How Do We Use It?

• Important to Annual budgeting

• Helps determine project timing to manage costs & assessments

• Causes a need to prioritize project possibilities

• Add a year every year

9/5/2023 4



How was it Built?

• Based on a Reserve Report and,

• Opinions of Operations Manager, Engineer, Horticulturalist, District 
Manager, Amenity Management and,

• Inflation expectations with continued growth in O&M.

• Excel based and built by District Management

9/5/2023 5



What Does It Tell Us?

• Money is not as abundant as it first may seem!

• Assessments have to increase approximately 7.5% annually to cover 
expected operating expenses and project costs

• There is no room for additional projects without further increases to 
assessments 

• A credit line from a financial institution would be quite helpful

9/5/2023 6



How will the Board decide on added projects?

• Consider projects that will drive high value for the entire community 
and,

• Consider projects that provide value to heretofore under-served 
segments of our population while, 

• Maintaining our great community by living-up to the Vision Statement

9/5/2023 7



Final Thoughts

• The LTP is not a guarantee of assessments and projects

• Cost to live in GH is not going down

• The plan will get better over time with continued usage

• Probably should be validated by others

9/5/2023 8



  

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 2 







dteixeira
Callout
Trash - City of Palm Coast

dteixeira
Callout
986-2360

dteixeira
Callout
These are the same thing. Keep one and add gate access cards.



dteixeira
Callout
We currently do not have this ability and are seeking a proposal for the driver license scanner module.



dteixeira
Callout
We currently do not have this ability and are seeking a proposal for the driver license scanner module.

dteixeira
Callout
What is GV?

dteixeira
Callout
We do not get notified.



dteixeira
Callout
This no longer exists due to digitization.

dteixeira
Callout
This no longer exists due to digitization.

dteixeira
Callout
We currently do not do this with real estate personnel.

dteixeira
Callout
Vendors are allowed Monday through Saturday 7 AM to 6 PM. This change has been in effect since 2014.



dteixeira
Callout
This no longer exists due to digitization.

dteixeira
Callout
We do not do this.

dteixeira
Callout
This no longer exists due to digitization.



dteixeira
Callout
Vendors are allowed Monday through Saturday 7 AM to 6 PM. This change has been in effect since 2014.

dteixeira
Callout
We do not do this.

dteixeira
Callout
This was not mentioned in this area.



dteixeira
Callout
This was not mentioned in this area.

dteixeira
Callout
This was not mentioned in this area.

dteixeira
Callout
This was not mentioned in this area.

dteixeira
Callout
This was not mentioned in this area.

dteixeira
Callout
This was not mentioned in this area.

dteixeira
Callout
We do not use a courtesy log. We use a digital visitors list.

dteixeira
Callout
We do not use a courtesy log. We use a digital visitors list.

dteixeira
Callout
We do not use a courtesy log. We use a digital visitors list.

dteixeira
Callout
We do not use a courtesy log. We use a digital visitors list.



dteixeira
Callout
This is not the current procedure.

dteixeira
Callout
Southern States Management Group (GHMA)

dteixeira
Callout
The guards cannot do this.

dteixeira
Callout
This is not required.

dteixeira
Callout
The guards cannot do this.

dteixeira
Callout
Estate Sales are not allowed per the GHMA.



dteixeira
Callout
The guards cannot do this.

dteixeira
Callout
This is not required.

dteixeira
Callout
Which management agency?

dteixeira
Callout
Where is this being recorded?



dteixeira
Callout
This is unrealistic as some lists are extremely long (30+).





dteixeira
Callout
The alarm company will not contact the guardhouse.



dteixeira
Callout
This has not been enforced since the Covid-19 pandemic because of the increase of deliveries -- Doordash, Uber Eats, Postmates, grocery deliveries, etc.











dteixeira
Callout
This is no longer done as these are now secured with the tables.
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EXHIBIT 4 



   
Community Development District 

 
 
BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES FOR STORM WATER DETENTION POND 
BANK PLANTINGS                                                         adopted by GHCDD BOS on 7.24.2013 
 
General Principles:  
 
The “lakes” behind Grand Haven homes are, in reality, storm water detention ponds, a very 
important component of the District’s storm water management system.  This system has been 
developed to reduce the possibility of Grand Haven homes and roads being flooded during tropical 
storms/hurricanes.  The storm water detention ponds have been designed, constructed and 
maintenance obligations have been developed, under the authority of the Saint Johns River Water 
Management District.  The SJWMD has the statutory authority to issue fines of up to $10,000 per 
day for violations of their rules, regulations and requirements.  
 
Runoff from normal rain, tropical storm and hurricane precipitation, originating from impervious 
surfaces, such as roofs, gutters, downspouts, driveways, sidewalks and roadways, flows into street 
drains, which are connected through large underground pipes to the storm water detention ponds.  
Runoff containing nutrients (largely nitrogen and phosphorus), from fertilizer used on lot owners’ 
turf grass surrounding the storm water detention ponds banks, is intended to be absorbed by a 
vegetative buffer of plantings between the turf grass and the water’s edge. These storm water 
detention ponds bank plants act as a “nutrient sink”, absorbing the fertilizer runoff, which would 
otherwise stimulate the overgrowth of submerged aquatic vegetation (pond weeds) and stimulate the 
overgrowth of algal blooms (pond scum.) 
 
These bank planting species, planted as required in staggered rows approximately four feet on center, 
beginning at the water’s edge, retain the designed and permitted pond bank slope angles (specific to 
every pond) by reducing erosion and siltification (the filling in of the pond by soils carried in  the 
erosion process.)  
 
Undesirable components of the storm water flow drop (precipitate) to the storm water detention pond 
bottom allowing the upper level and higher quality water to move on when tropical storms and/or 
hurricanes raise the water levels to overtop control structures (weirs, dams, flat grates,) with the 
higher quality water eventually finding its way either to defined and regulated wetland buffer areas 
and then eventually into the Intracoastal Waterway, or directly to the Intracoastal Waterway through 
very large underground pipes from a few District ponds located parallel to and adjacent to the 
Intracoastal Waterway.  The storm water outflow from the District’s storm water detention ponds 
may be closely monitored by Florida and United States Departments of Environmental Protection 
agencies, which are currently developing Maximum Daily Load Limits for substances contained in 
the outflows.  Very large fines are being developed for communities that exceed these MDL Limits. 
 
It is the responsibility of the Grand Haven CDD to maintain the hydraulics (water flow) in and 
through the storm water detention ponds, and control any overgrowth of submerged aquatic 
vegetation (by stocking of grass eating triploid [sterile] grass carp and aquatic herbicide application) 
and algal overgrowth (by reduction of nutrient load into the water and algaecide applications.) 
 
 
 



The Grand Haven CDD and Master Associations, after consultation with, and in consideration of the 
recommendations of the University of Florida Soil and Water Science Department, the University of 
Florida Cooperative Extension Service, the Water and Environmental Program Coordinator for the 
City of Palm Coast, and in compliance with the SJRWMD, have approved the following allowable 
detention pond bank new planting scheme: 
 
Plantings for Detention Pond Banks  
 
Spartina bakeri - Sand Cordgrass 
 
This grass is the only plant permitted on the pond banks. 

 
Location: First row of grasses must be consistent with the lowest existing row of healthy Spartina 
bakeri, which may be on another property around the pond perimeter, progressing in rows 
approximately four feet apart up the bank for a minimum of two rows, If the bank soil surface is 
exposed further up the bank, additional rows of Spartina should be planted, three to four rows 
preferred.  Total number of rows will be different for every pond, based on distance from water’s 
edge to level, horizontal surface (usually lot owner turf grass) surrounding the pond.  Some ponds 
may require just two rows, others three, four or more.  
 
Spacing: To control erosion and reduce siltification, grasses must be planted in rows paralleling the 
shoreline, plants approximately 4 feet apart, planted in staggered rows 
  
Maintenance: For safety of GHCDD maintenance crews, residents and their guests, the storm water 
detention pond bank surface between rows and columns of grasses must be kept clear to prevent 
dangerous wildlife from being hidden from view.  Invading weeds, vines, shrubs and brush between 
the plants must be removed immediately.  Grasses should not be trimmed below 30 inches and no 
more often than 2x (twice) per year, or may die. 
 
Replacement: Dying/dead grasses must be replaced by lot owner immediately.  Death may occur 
due to intolerance to cold, drought, flooding due the grass being submerged under water after 
hurricanes/tropical storms, salinity of the pond water, improper soil selection, over trimming, and/or 
any other cause.  Spartina bakeri is the preferred and recommended grass species, as it is the hardiest, 
most self-sustaining grass for pond bank planting, requiring the least frequent replacement. 
 
Irrigation: hand watering in only, best to plant during rainy season (summer), then no further 
irrigation once established 
 
Fertilization: None, ever. 
 
Ground Cover for Detention Pond Banks 
 
Groundcover: nothing or pine straw  
 
The only approved ground cover for detention pond banks is pine straw.  Pine straw forms a mat 
when wet, helping to suppress weeds, and is acidic, also helping to suppress weeds.  The pine straw 
mat stays in place on the bank, and does not float into the water during rain/runoff, which would 
cause an undesirable increase in nutrient loading in the pond water, promoting algal blooms. 
 



Ground cover in the form of plants is not permitted.  
  

New installations of lawn turf (sod) and irrigation systems down to the water line are not to be 
permitted on the detention pond banks 
 
Pine bark mulch should not be used, as it will float into ponds, causing increased nutrient loading. 
 
Stone should not be used as it does not control siltification and the stone may wash into the pond 
altering the permitted design of pond contours.  
 
Exception for GHCDD Pond Outfall Structures  
 
In order to better control pond bank erosion adjacent to community storm water outfall structures, 
and in accordance with DOT specifications, a three-foot-wide border of Bahia Grass has been 
installed adjacent to the concrete storm water outfall structures (mitered end sections) and running 
contiguous with the coquina rock/riprap in the outfall sluiceway down to the waterline.  
Responsibility for maintenance of the outfall structure border Bahia Grass will rest with the GHCDD.   
As stated above, no other sod/turf is permitted anywhere on the pond banks. 
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David C. McInnes

From: Steve Davidson <sdavidson13@cfl.rr.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2014 6:15 PM
To: Gene Baldrate
Subject: Re: Lake Banks Committee Meeting
Attachments: SJD BMP Certificate.pdf; Landscape Master Plan.Unifying Theme.Common Elements 11.18.2010.docx; 

GH CDD Landscape BMPs.pdf; Ltr to R Carlton T Railsback re Pond Bank Plantings 11.15.13.pdf

Hi Gene, 
 
I have aƩached the following docs: 
 
5/28/2008:     IniƟal GHCDD adopƟon of Florida Friendly BMPs. 
11/18/2010:   IncorporaƟon of FF BMPs into General Landscape Master Plan. 
11/15/2013:   Addendum/Refinement and ClarificaƟon of BMPs for Pond Bank 
PlanƟngs. 
 
I have also aƩached my UF/IFAS and FDEP CerƟficate in BMPs. 
 
I would be interested to see the list of discussion items, but I believe I should defer from offering thoughts re objecƟves 
or work products, as that may be a violaƟon of the Sunshine Laws. 
 
I hope the aƩached docs help. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Steve 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Gene Baldrate 
Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2014 2:03 PM 
To: sdavidson13@cfl.rr.com 
Subject: Lake Banks CommiƩee MeeƟng 
 
Steve, 
 
 
 
Next week we having first lake banks commiƩee meeƟng that Pete Chiodo will be leading.  The folks on the commiƩee 
include Pete, Rob Carlton, Chip Howden and myself.  We are draŌing a list of the discussion items for the meeƟng.  I 
would be glad to share them with you if you wish.  Also, if you have any thoughts on what the commiƩee objecƟves or 
work products should be, it would be helpful to have your perspecƟve.  I'm not sure if the Sunshine rules permit the 
later, but, if they do, I'd welcome your thoughts. 
 
 



2

 
As we think though the discussion, one item that we'd like to confirm is whether the CDD has formally adopted the 
Florida Friendly (FF) landscaping approach for our community.  It's important to our discussions because, if we have 
adopted FF, than any soluƟon to the lake bank problem will need to comply with the appropriate 
requirements/regulaƟons. 
 
 
 
Can you clear that up for me? 
 
 
 
Thanks very much Steve. 
 
 
 
Gene 
 
 
 
 
 
‐‐‐ 
This email is free from viruses and malware because avast! AnƟvirus protecƟon is acƟve. 
hƩp://www.avast.com 













SJD GH CDD Regular Meeting 11.18.2010 

           GH CDD Common Area Landscape  

Master Plan 

Employ District Horticulturalist 

Conduct Horticultural Survey of all common area landscaping 

Consolidate disparate landscape related line items from previous FY 
budgets  
 
Develop project priorities: Safety (line of sight, falling trees) 
                                          Entrances 
                                          Reduction/control of run-off to ponds 
                                          Circle islands 
 
Develop spreadsheets for initial project design, budget projections, 
                                          final negotiated pricing 
 
Post all to upgraded website/ Eblast updates prn 
 
Unifying Theme 
 
Transition to Florida Friendly Landscaping- 
 self sustaining with reduced irrigation, fertilization, maintenance 
requirements and reduced negative impact on water bodies 
 
Emphasize naturally occurring vegetation 
  
Preserve existing “correct” landscaping 
 
Remove/ control  choking invasives – vines, Brazilian Pepper Trees  
 
Common Elements 
 
Coquina Rock in Circle Islands 
Asiatic Jasmine groundcover 
Lasting color thru Flax Lilly (variegated green/white) 
                             Jack Frost Ligustrum (yellow/green/white) 
“Punch” color with annuals (dianthus/ dusty miller for Holiday Season)       



   
Community Development District 

6131 Lyons Road, Suite 100●Coconut Creek, Florida 33073 
Phone: (954) 426-2105●Fax: (954) 426-2147●Toll-free: (877) 276-0889 

 
 
 
November 15, 2013 
 
 

 
Grand Haven Master Association, Inc. 
ATTN:  Dr. Robert J. Carlton, Board President 
 Mr. Troy Railsback, Community Manager 
P.O. Box 354785 
Palm Coast, Florida 32135 
 
Re: Best Management Practices for Storm Water Detention Pond Bank Plantings 
 
Dear Dr. Carlton and Mr. Railsback: 
 
The attached, Best Management Practices for Storm Water Detention Pond Bank Plantings, was 
unanimously adopted by the Grand Haven Community Development District’s Board of 
Supervisors at its Regular Meeting on July 24, 2013.   
 
This policy clarifies, amplifies, and replaces a 2009 pond bank planting document (commonly 
referred to by the GHMA as "Exhibit 2."  This document, in greater detail, establishes the pond 
bank planting standards and requirements for CDD owned ponds. 
 
Please replace the 2009 document with the attached and similarly adopt said policy as defining 
CDD pond bank planting requirements. 
 
Feel free to contact me with any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Craig A. Wrathell 
District Manager 
 
 
Encl. 
 
 
 
cc:  Board of Supervisors 



   
Community Development District 

 

 
 
Best Management Practices for Storm Water Detention Pond Bank Plantings 
 
General Principles:  
 
The “lakes” behind Grand Haven homes are in reality storm water detention ponds, a very 
important component of the District’s storm water management system. This system has been 
developed to reduce the possibility of Grand Haven homes and roads being flooded during 
tropical storms/hurricanes.  The storm water detention ponds have been designed, constructed 
and maintenance obligations have been developed, under the authority of the Saint Johns River 
Water Management District (SJRWMD). The SJRWMD has the statutory authority to issue fines 
of up to $10,000 per day for violations of their rules, regulations and requirements.  
 
Runoff from normal rain, tropical storm and hurricane precipitation, originating from impervious 
surfaces such as roofs, gutters, downspouts, driveways, sidewalks and roadways flows into 
street drains which are connected through large underground pipes to the storm water detention 
ponds.  Run off containing nutrients (largely nitrogen and phosphorus) from fertilizer used on lot 
owners’ turf grass surrounding the storm water detention ponds banks is intended to be 
absorbed by a vegetative buffer of plantings between the turf grass and the water’s edge.  
These storm water detention ponds bank plants act as a “nutrient sink”, absorbing the fertilizer 
run off which would otherwise stimulate the overgrowth of submerged aquatic vegetation (pond 
weeds) and stimulate the overgrowth of algal blooms (pond scum.) 
 
These bank planting species, planted as required in staggered rows approximately four feet on 
center, beginning at the water’s edge, retain the designed and permitted pond bank slope 
angles (specific to every pond) by reducing erosion and siltification (the filling in of the pond by 
soils carried in  the erosion process.)  
 
Undesirable components of the storm water flow drop (precipitate) to the storm water detention 
pond bottom allowing the upper level and higher quality water to move on when tropical storms 
and/or hurricanes raise the water levels to overtop control structures (weirs, dams, flat grates,)  
with the higher quality water eventually finding its way either to defined and regulated wetland 
buffer areas and then eventually into the Intracoastal Waterway, or directly to the Intracoastal 
Waterway through very large underground pipes from a few District Ponds located parallel to 
and adjacent to the Intracoastal Waterway.  The storm water outflow from the District’s storm 
water detention ponds may be closely monitored by Florida and United States Departments of 
Environmental Protection, agencies which are currently developing Maximum Daily Load Limits 
for substances contained in the outflows. Very large fines are being developed for communities 
which exceed these MDL Limits. 
 
It is the responsibility of the Grand Haven CDD to maintain the hydraulics (water flow) in and 
through the storm water detention ponds, and control any over growth of submerged aquatic 
vegetation (by stocking of grass eating triploid [sterile] grass carp and aquatic herbicide 
application) and algal overgrowth (by reduction of nutrient load into the water and algaecide 
applications.) 
 
The Grand Haven CDD and Master Association, after consultation with, and in consideration of 
the recommendations of the University of Florida Soil and Water Science Department, the 
University of Florida Cooperative Extension Service, the Water and Environmental Program 



 

 

Coordinator for the City of Palm Coast, and in compliance with the SJRWMD, have approved 
the following allowable detention pond bank new planting scheme: 
 
Plantings for Detention Pond Banks  
 
Spartina bakeri - Sand Cordgrass 
 
This grass is the only plant permitted on the pond banks. 

 
Location: First row of Spartina bakeri (cordgrass) must be consistent with the lowest existing 
row of healthy Spartina bakeri, which may be on another property around the pond perimeter, 
progressing in rows approximately four feet apart up the bank for a minimum of two rows. Rows 
of Spartina bakeri previously planted by the developer, builder, or previous lot owner which 
exceed this two row minimum should not be removed by the new lot owner.  The goal is to 
create a minimum ten foot “Zero Maintenance Zone” from the Normal High Water Line to the 
last row of Spartina going up the bank closest to rear of the adjacent property.  The term, 
Normal High Water Line is defined as the average (mean) or normal (customary) water level 
existing in any given detention pond under ordinary and non-exceptional weather conditions.  
The rows of Spartina will act as a sink to absorb fertilizer, pesticide, and herbicide run-off from 
the sod further up the bank, and act as a barrier to prevent mowed sod clippings from being 
blown into the pond.  If the bank soil surface is exposed (bare) further up the bank, additional 
rows of Spartina should be planted to hold the exposed soil portion of the pond bank.  Total 
number of rows will be different for every pond, based on distance from water’s edge to level, 
horizontal surface (usually lot owner turf grass) surrounding the pond. Some ponds may require 
just two rows, others three, four or more.  
 
Spacing: To control erosion and reduce siltification, grasses must be planted in rows paralleling 
the shoreline, plants approximately 4 feet apart, planted in staggered rows 
  
Maintenance: For safety of GHCDD maintenance crews, the storm water detention pond bank 
surface between rows and columns of grasses must be kept clear to prevent dangerous wildlife 
from being hidden from view. Invading weeds, vines, shrubs and brush between the plants must 
be removed immediately. Grasses should not be trimmed below 30 inches and no more often 
than 2x (twice) per year, or may die. 
 
Replacement: Dying/dead grasses must be replaced immediately.  Death may occur due to 
intolerance to cold, drought, flooding due the grass being submerged under water after 
hurricanes/tropical storms, salinity of the pond water, improper soil selection, over trimming, 
and/or any other cause. Spartina bakeri is the preferred and recommended grass species, as it 
is the hardiest, most self-sustaining grass for pond bank planting, requiring the least frequent 
replacement. 
 
Irrigation: hand watering only, best to plant during rainy season (summer), then no further 
irrigation, once established 
 
Fertilization: None, ever. 
 
Ground Cover for Detention Pond Banks 
 
Groundcover: nothing or pine straw  
 



 

 

The only approved ground cover for detention pond banks is pine straw. Pine straw shall be 
placed short of the high water line so as not to float into the pond during a high water event.  
Pine straw forms a mat when wet, helping to suppress weeds, and is acidic, also helping to 
suppress weeds.  The pine straw mat stays in place on the bank, and does not float into the 
water during rain/runoff, which would cause an undesirable increase in nutrient loading in the 
pond water, promoting algal blooms. 
  
Ground cover in the form of plants is not permitted.  

  
New installations of lawn turf (sod) and irrigation systems down to the water line are not to be 
permitted on the detention pond banks 
 
Pine bark mulch should not be used, as it will float into ponds, causing increased nutrient 
loading. 
 
Stone should not be used as it does not control siltification, and the stone may wash into the 
pond altering the permitted design of pond contours.  
 
Exception for GHCDD Pond Outfall Structures  
 
In order to better control pond bank erosion adjacent to community stormwater outfall 
structures, and in accordance with DOT specifications, a three foot wide border of Bahia Grass 
has been installed adjacent to the concrete storm water outfall structures (mitered end sections) 
and running contiguous with the coquina rock/riprap in the outfall sluiceway down to the 
waterline.  Responsibility for maintenance of the outfall structure border Bahia Grass will rest 
with the GHCDD.  As stated above, no other sod/turf is permitted anywhere on the pond banks. 
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